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Starpointe
by Pacificoaster

Park History:


Starpointe opened in 1973 as a family owned amusement park just outside the city of Chicago, Illinois. The owners Erma and Clarence Fredrickson opened the park with just a few attractions. The majority of the rides and attractions that opened the year of the park are still in operation such as the Startower, Cadillac Cars, Grand Carrousel, Scrambler, and Dodgems. However some of the park's original attractions weren't as lucky to pass the test of time such as Thunder River, Hercules, and the Skyride. The Amusement Park was doing rather well in the mid 70's and was drawing a lot of family tourism from the greater Chicago area. Therefore, demand became high for a new thrilling attraction. In 1979 Starpointe unveiled Gemini, an arrow multi-looping roller coaster. The coasters presence on the main midway is still greatly felt as it is still thrilling riders today.


In the summer of 1985, Starpointe introduced its third roller coaster, Orion. Named after “The Great Hunter.” Orion is a pulse pounding, airtime filled wooden coaster with a classic figure eight layout. The coaster was designed and built by Summers and Dinn and is still in operation today. 


The summer heat was an evident issue along the shores of Lake Michigan and the Fredrickson's knew they needed to add a water ride. However, they did not want the typical log flume, instead they were in the market for a more modern water ride for the entire family. Therefore, the family purchased a rapids ride from manufacturer Intamin AG out of Switzerland. In the summer of 1990, Starpointe unveiled White Water Canyon. The ride features a series of rapids, waterfalls, and drops that leave riders soaked. The 90's continued after White Water Canyon's installment and surveys were given to guests and it was relevant that they wanted more thrill rides. The Fredrickson's looked no further than to Intamin AG to offer yet another thrilling attraction for their guests. Intamin pitched the idea of a free fall drop tower and the Fredrickson's were thrilled with the idea. In the summer of 1995, Starpointe introduced Dominator. 


In the winter of 1995 Cedar Fair Entertainment company approached the Fredrickson family with the intention of purchasing park. The Fredrickson's were a bit hesitant at first about the idea of selling their business. However with an offer of $150 million dollars it was hard for the Fredrickson's to just turn the other cheek. After months of debate, the family sold the park in February of 1996 leaving Cedar Fair to operate the park for the summer season. In the fall of 1996, Cedar Fair made their presence known and announced a new coaster for the 1997 season. It had been over ten years since Starpointe had seen a new roller coaster and Cedar Fair knew they had to add something smooth, fast, and thrilling. Nighthawk was unveiled as an inverted looping roller coaster by manufacturer Bolliger and Mabillard which featured an 80 foot drop with six inversions pulling up to 4 g's.


After the installment of both Dominator and Nighthawk, Cedar Fair realized that they needed to cater more to the youth and families that started the early success of Starpointe. In the summer of 1999 the park opened Camp Snoopy, a children's area filled with a variety of rides and attractions varying from small flat rides to the Woodstock Express roller coaster. Camp Snoopy was a huge hit with the kids as they could now come to the park an escape to their own destination while their older siblings experience the more thrilling attractions. 


Being both in the market for a new roller coaster and having great success with Nighthawk, Starpointe looked back to Bolliger and Mabillard to come up with something new for the 2002 season. The requirements were something that would make a huge impact to guests arriving at the park's main gate. B&M was up to the task, designing Lynx, a floorless looping coaster with an iconic cobra roll right at the entrance plaza. Lynx features a 105 foot drop with six inversions. The coaster is named after the constellation of the Lynx and integrates well with the coasters of the park's past, Hercules, Gemini, and Orion.


With the popularity of Wicked Twister and Steel Venom at both Cedar Point and Valleyfair! Cedar Fair decided that a similar coaster was a must have addition for the greater Chicago area. Green Mamba was unveiled at Starpointe in 2004, an inverted impulse coaster that twists and stalls riders up two vertical spikes. 


After making a series of large investments, Starpointe still wanted to offer new attractions but ones that were perhaps more affordable yet still thrilling. Thus, the park was in the market for a couple of flat rides that did not take up too much of the park's small real estate. After striking a deal with HUSS rides, the park opened maXair in the summer of 2005. maXair is a giant frisbee that swings guests up to a height of 80 feet while spinning uncontrollably to the stars. To complement the addition of maXair, Starpointe searched for another affordable addition for the 2006 season. S&S Power out of Salt Lake City, Utah approached Cedar Fair with their thrilling concept of the screamin' swing. Cedar Fair liked the idea unveiling Patriot in the summer of 2006.


Furthermore, 2006 was also the last operating year for the park's original log flume, Thunder River. Due to maintenance and age the ride was not only becoming a nuisance to operate but the foot traffic for the ride became low. Demolition began n the winter of 2006 on Thunder River to make room for a new state of the art water attraction for the 2008 season, Frontier Falls.  The new attraction was designed by Intamin AG and features not just one, but two thrilling drops that offer a splashdown that relieve riders from the the intense summer heat.


After a long wild run, Hercules (one of the park's original wooden coasters) was beginning to see the end of its lifetime. Due to low foot traffic and constant complaints of an incredibly rough ride the time had come for its removal. So in the winter of 2008 demolition began on the removal of Hercules. Also to make way for the parks future, the Skyride was removed in the same off season to make room a nighttime show for the 2009 season and coaster in 2010. One of the Skyride's stations still stands near maXair, but is now only using the lower floor as a small shop. Also half of a skyride support was converted into a light that has now become a monument to the park's bright past. 


In the summer of 2009, Starpointe added a new night time show, Snoopy's Starlight Spectacular. The show includes singers, dancers, lights, and fireworks. What better way to end your day at Starpointe?


Before the removal of Hercules and Skyride, Starpointe struck a deal with Intamin AG for a new state of the art launched roller coaster that would open for 2010. The coaster would be called Intimidator and be themed after the legendary NASCAR driver Dale Earnhardt. The roller coaster would feature a 67 mph launch and three inversion to honor Earnhardt's racing number. Intimidator opened to the public on opening day of 2010 and was a smash hit. The coaster has become the crown jewel of Starpointe and has went on to win a variety of awards.


After making a $25 million dollar investment with Intimidator the park did not have the desire or funding to introduce something incredibly expensive for the 2011 season, however they still wanted something new to keep the park fresh. Thus, Starpointe purchased Windseeker for the 2011 season that would become the tallest ride in the park and spin guests at a height of 300 feet.


Heat was still a relevant issue in Chicago and Cedar Fair had realized that the park needed to accommodate. Therefore the park announced the addition of an on site water park, Wildwater Kingdom. Wildwater Kingdom would become the park's largest expansion to date. At a cost of $35 million dollars, it would also become the most expensive. Wildwater Kingdom is themed to a Polynesian Oasis and features a variety of state of the art water slides, wave pool, lazy river and children's play area. To keep with the modern age of water slide thrills and reliability Cedar Fair purchased all of their slides from ProSlide Technology Inc. Wildwater Kingdom opened to guests in the summer of 2012 and provides a way for guests to escape the heat yet still have great family fun, all inclusive with a Starpointe ticket. 


The future is bright for Starpointe as they continue to thrill guests in the greater Chicago area. The Fredrickson's still come to the park every year to see how it has continued to transform and see the smiles on the guests faces that attracted them to the business in the first place. 

Roller Coasters:


Gemini: Opened in 1979, Gemini is an Arrow Multi-Looping roller coaster. Gemini was the 


parks first steel roller coaster and has a dynamic effect on the main midway and to those 

entering Wildwater Kingdom.




Year Opened: 1979




Duration: 1 minutes , 23 seconds




Height Requirement: 48”




Speed: 40 mph




Manufacturer: Arrow Dynamics


Green Mamba: Envelop the body of a venomous mamba as you launch up two vertical spikes 


twisting and stalling during the course of the ride.




Year Opened: 2004




Duration: 0 minutes, 46 seconds




Height Requirement: 52”




Speed: 57 mph




Manufacturer: Intamin


Intimidator: Launch at speeds of nearly 70 mph as you race around the track like Dale 



Earnhardt. This award winning roller coaster inverts riders three times and features a 


signature “screwdriver” double inversion.




Year Opened: 2010




Duration: 1 minute, 4 seconds




Height Requirement: 52”




Speed: 67 mph




Manufacturer: Intamin


Lynx: This floorless coaster will have guests head over heals as it inverts riders six times 


through a massive Cobra Roll and a variety of other exciting elemnts.




Year Opened: 2002



Duration: 1 minute, 52 seconds




Height Requirement: 54”




Speed: 59 mph




Manufacturer: Bolliger and Mabillard


Nighthawk: Fly like a jet pilot on this inverted roller coaster that spins riders upside down six 


times and features a very interactive batwing through the midway.




Year Opened: 1997




Duration: 1 minute, 22 seconds





Height Requirement: 54”




Speed: 47 mph




Manufacturer: Bolliger and Mabillard


Orion: Become a Great Hunter on this classic wooden roller coaster that is filled with an 


abundance of airtime.




Year Opened: 1985




Duration: 1 minute, 39 seconds




Height Requirement: 48”




Speed: 49 mph




Manufacturer: Summers and Dinn 


Woodstock Express: Great for kids and families, Woodstock Express is perfect for that coaster 

rider in training.




Year Opened: 1999




Duration: 0 minutes, 33 seconds




Height Requirement: 36”




Speed: 28 mph




Manufacturer: Zierer

Thrill Rides:

Dominator: Dominate your fear of heights on this free fall ride as you drop from 200 feet 


above. 



Year Opened: 1995




Height Requirement: 48”




Speed: 70 mph




Manufacturer: Intamin 


maXair: This eXtreme flat ride takes riders on a two minute swinging and spinning cycle 


through the sky.



Year Opened: 2005




Height Requirement: 52”




Speed: 45 mph




Manufacturer: Huss Rides

Patriot: Soar through the skies on the wing of an eagle at up to speeds of 55 mph.




Year Opened: 2006




Height Requirement: 48”




Speed: 55 mph




Manufacturer: S&S Power

Starpointe Speedway: Take a spin around the track on this racing themed go kart adventure.



*Available for extra charge.




Year Opened: 1995




Height Requirement: 48”




Cost: $5.00/ride or $8.00/two rides

Windseeker: At a height of 300 feet, Windseeker is Starpointe's tallest ride that provides riders 


with an amazing view while still providing a thrilling ride experience.




Year Opened: 2011



Height Requirement: 52”




Speed: 30 mph




Manufacturer: Mondial
Family Rides:

Cadillac Cars: Hop in a classic vintage car and take an excursion through the Illinois country 


side. 




Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 48” or accompanied by an adult




Manufacturer: Arrow Development Co.

Dodgems: Have a smashing time on these classic bumper cars located just off the main 



midway.




Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 36” but accompanied by someone 48” or taller




Manufacturer: Soli

Grand Carrousel: Take a relaxing ride on this classic carousel featuring 50 beautifully painted 

horses.



Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 46” or accompanied by an adult




Manufacturer: Daniel Mueller


Scrambler: Operating since the park's opening year, Scrambler sends riders on spinning and 


twisting on a two minute adventure.



Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 42”




Manufacturer: Eli Bridge Company


Starpointe Railroad: This classic steam engine takes riders on a journey along the Starpointe 


Creek and through the backwoods of the park.




Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 46” or accompanied by an adult




Manufacturer:
Crown Metal

Startower: Take in the surroundings on this observation tower that sends spectators up to a 


height of 200 feet to experience Starpointe from a unique perspective.




Year Opened: 1973




Height Requirement: 46”




Manufacturer: Intamin

Water Rides:

Frontier Falls: Riders cascade down a series of intense drops and into exhilarating and 



refreshing splashdowns.




Year Opened: 2008




Height Requirement: 48”




Manufacturer: Intamin


White Water Canyon: Take a wild and wet ride down a White Water River through various 


canyons, waterfalls, and drops.




Year Opened: 1990




Height Requirement: 1990




Manufacturer: Intamin
Wildwater Kingdom:


Rangi Racers: Designed by Proslide Technology Inc., Rangi Racers sends riders on a head to 


head dueling water slide adventure through drops and uphill launches.




Year Opened: 2012




Manufacturer: Proslide Technology Inc.

Tangaloa Typhoon: Perfect for the whole family, this 300,000 gallon wave pool delivers wave 


after wave of surfing thrills.




Year Opened: 2012



Manufacturer: Nueman Pools


Tawhiri Tower: This slide tower consists of both Tawhiri Falls, a family raft slide that twists 


and turns up walls and Tawhiri Wave, a family raft slide that drop riders 60 feet into a 


gigantic tidal wave.




Year Opened: 2012




Manufacturer: Proslide Technology Inc.

Keani Kurl: Keani Kurl is an incredibly unique slide experience that takes riders through a 


tropical cyclone.




Year Opened: 2012




Manufacturer: Proslide Technology Inc.

Kulaini: This heart pounding slide plummets riders down a 70 foot drop at speeds of over 40 


mph.




Year Opened: 2012




Manufacturer: Proslide Technology Inc.

Tamati Twisters: These polynesian twins send riders on a 30 second slide experience that 


twists riders in and out of each other.




Year Opened: 2012




Manufacturer: 2012

Special Thanks: 


I first want to thank the community, as this park would have never been possible if it weren't for your presence. As many of you may know, Starpointe took about three years of planning, building, and revision to complete. Your support throughout the process has been greatly appreciated and has allowed me to evolve into the builder I am today. During the duration of this park's construction, streams through twitch.tv became quite the summer hobby of mine and the immediate feedback I obtained during that time was extremely helpful.


Secondly, I would like to thank those who took time and tested the park throughout the three years. Therefore I would like to give a special shout out to robbie92, nin, geewhzz, Kumba, Heaven's Kitchen, and the rest of the members that had the chance to view the park in game to provide constructive feedback.


Although she is not part of the community, I would like to thank my sister for making me a great logo. The logo not only depicts Cedar Fair but the elegance that I have attempted to translate within the park itself.


Lastly, I would like to give the biggest of thanks to CedarPoint6. Without his help, Starpointe wouldn't even be a fraction of what it is now. CedarPoint6, took an exceptional amount of time and patience to hack almost every last ride in the park. Whether it be invisible huts, hacked flats, or waterslides, CedarPoint6 put his stamp of approval on almost every square inch of this park and for that I am forever grateful.
